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—— Robert Crosfeild, 


Moft Humbly Preſented to the Conſideration of the Lord: Spiritual 


and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament Aſſembled. 


OD and Nature having laid a Duty upon every Man to Endeavour to. promote the 

] Good of his Native Country, and the Preſervation of the King, Laws and Liberties 

he lives under, and tho Mens manners are {0 Deprav'd, that ſuch attempts do common- 
ly mcet with great oppoſition, yet it was the ſence of this great duty that firit mov'd 
me to appear in Print, for perceiving the Government was driven to Straits to raiſe Mo- 
ney for Carrying on the War, and ſecing the 21 Conduct and Management of Atfirs, 
It caus'd me to Write and Publiſh a Book in the Year 1693. Eztituled, Enziznds Ulory 
Reviv'd, which I Dedicated to the King, ard both Houſes of Parliament, wherein a- 
mong other things I propos'd an A of Tunnapge, for laying 6 pence per Tu pon all 
Coalters, &:. Which ar that Junfture, was of great Service to the Government, and 
Rais'd Fifteen Hundred Thouſand Pounds for his Majeſties Service ; I likewiſe laid open 
the great Evil that attended the frequent Ex:barzo's upon Shipping, and how very miſ- 
chievous it was to Trade; which had that effeQ,chat no Embargo has becn laid upon Ship- 
ping cver ſince, only at the breaking out of the Helliſh Plot : I likewiſc propos'd a me- 
thod tor Raiſing Men to Recruit his Majeſties Troops, which has cyecr ſince been pur in 
Practice, ſo that *rwill appear I have done Service tomy King and Country, betore ever 
I writ about any Corruptions 1 the Government 3 For indeed it was the publiſhing rhe 
aforeſaid Book, .which occaſion'd my knowing ſo many Publick Frauds and Abuſes, thar 
have been PraQticd by ſome Perſons Inftruſted in the Government during this War, 
and I well knowing the fatal Conſequence that muſt attend rhe Continuance of thoſe 
'Evils, did the; next Seflion of Parkament Print and Publiſh two Books, which I De- 
dicated to both Houſes of parliament, ſetting forth the ſaid Corruptions, the latter 
of which the Houſe of Commons was plear'd to take Cognizance of, and order d 
me to appear ;at the Barr of rhe Houſe, where I declar'd, I was able to prove what 
[ had fer forth ; Provided 1 had the aililtence. of that Honourable Houſe, whereup- 
on I was referrd to the Commiſhoners of the publick Accompts, who refus'd to re- 
ceive what 1 offer d to lay belore them. iNotwithiltanding there was an order of the 
Houſe for them to do it, which Diſappointment oblig'd me to draw. up a Petition 
and Articles thereunto Annex'd, ferting forch diverſe great Crimes, Committed by the 
Lords of the Admiralty, Commilhoners of the Navy, and Commiſſioners for the Sick 
and Wounded, which I preſenting to the Houſe of Peers, .it was by their Lord- 
ſhips readily receiv'd and Read, and bx Witneſſes Examin'd at the Parr, of the 
Houſe thereupon, but 1 was again Diſappointed by the fame Commuthoners,of Ac- 
comprs, who by wrong Allegations drew the matrer our, of the Houſe, 2nd tho by 
two orders of. the Houſe it was referr'd to the ſaid Commiſtioners, to Examine 
'nto it, and make their Report, yet they have done nothing to this Nay, and _ 
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rhe Nation has been ſadly Diſappointed of a moſt-neceſſary diſcovery, which might 
have prevented many fore Evils, that have ſince fallen upon the Publick ; 
Bur all theſe matrers being already ſo particularly and plainly "ſet forth to both 
Hoiiſes of Partiament,”” Freed ſpeak no turther of them-here; -only this I may ſay, 
That from the very proceedings, it may reaſonably by ſuppos'd that the Perſons 
accus'd are Guilty. For tho I have five times' in Print accus'd the Lerds of the 
Admiralty, Commiſſioners of the Navy, &c. And tho I have Articles (a long time) 
depending againſt. them, and the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded, yet they 
have been ſo far from giving a fair Anſwer, or Juſtifying themſelves by a Legal 
Examination (which they wou'd certainly have puſh'd forward long ſince had they 
been wrongfnlly accusd that they have only took Diverſe Ignoble underhand me- 
thods, to keep back an Examination, and in the mean time to Defame and Ruin 
me in my Reputation and Private concerns ; Neither have I hed any ProteQion to 
defend me from fuch wicked Deſigns, tho I coneeive my AQtions have conſtant] 
been for the good of my King and Country, agreeable «to the Laws of England 
and Liberty of the Subett: 'T EK. 

But there has latcly been occaſion taken to give me a Reward: with a Witneſs, 
for my Zeal and AﬀeCtion to my King and Countrey, and the Service I have done 
for both, I mcan, to bring me and my Family to utter Ruin, the matcer I ſhall Re- 
late as follows. Some time before the opening the preſent Seffion of Parliament, I 
had receivid by the renny Poſt a Book Entituled, 4 Dialogue between a Modern 
Courtier, and an honeſt Engliſh Gentleman, From an unknown Author, and ſome days 
after had a Parcel of them with a Letter, ſent me, deſiring me to affiſt in the Pub. 
liſhing thereof,” {the common Publiſher refuſing us ſo to do.) and upon often and ſe- 
rious peruſal, T rhoughr '1t' greatly Tended to the publick good, to prevent Seditions 
and Troubles, by a Legal Examination and Puniſhment of ſuch, as by their PraQti- 
ces had appear d Enemies to the King and Kingdom, and becauſe the greateſt part 
of the Fat therein containfd, were depending in the moſt 'Hononrable Houſe 'of 
Peers, in.a Petition and Articles formerly by me Exhibited, I conceivd T-cou'd do 
no leſs, than comply with the aforeſaid Requeſt, and in order thereunto I ſent-ſome 
Hawkers to ſell the ſaid Books, to the Members of Parliament, at the firſt opening 
this preſent Se{fion, which Haſhkers were at Weſtminſter taken by a Meſſenger, and 


Carry*d before the Secretary, of State, and being Examin'd, declar'd upon- Oath, thar . 


they had the ſaid Books from me, whereupon they were Diſcharg*d, and their Books 
kept. And I being afterwards Inform*d, that a Meſſenger had been at my Houſe-to 
look for me; who leaving” word that the Secretary of Stare had ſent for me, bein 

angry (as he ſ2id) at my Publiſhing the ſaid Dialogue, he was Anſwer, that” 

ſhou'd not fail to wait upon his Honour the ſaid Evening, which I did twice, but 
not meeting with him, 1 left my Neme at the Office; and that I would not fail to 
wait upon his Honour the next Morning, which I accordingly did, 'but-not meeting 
with him then, 1 ſpoke with Mr. El, his Honours Secretary, and Acquainted him 
with my :Name ; he told me, what the Hawkers had 'Sworn-againſt-me, 'Concern- 
ing the faid Di«logze, which I Acknowledg*d to be true, and ſaid,” if Thad Commit- 
ted any fault therein, I was ready to Anſwer it; and if there was any Warrant a- 
ainſt me, | was come to obey it. Bur there being none, I defir'd Mr. Els ro Ac- 
quaint the * Secretary of State, that I ound not fail po wait upon his Honour at an 
Hours warning, whenever he would leafs to Command:me. Having no Order to de- 


ſiſt in publiſhing the {aid book:., the NeXt day one of the Hewkers (whoſe Name is Ann Her- 
7ing) went tothe Rojal Exchazgeto ell the ſaid books, where ſho was taken by a Mefſen- 


ger, and carry d before a Juſtice of Peace in the City, who barely upon the Meſſengers 


Repor:, thatthe book was Seditious, Committed the poor woman to the Powltrey Compter ; 


whoſending to me, I forthwith went to the ſaid Juſtice of Peace, and told him what had 
paſt ar rhe Secretary of States Office; and when he could not be prevail'd' with to dif- 
charge the poor woman, 1 told him I would take the matter upon my ſelf, provided:he 
would diſcharge hcr without Fees; for, that 1 was the perſon who delivered her the books. 
Whereupon he Conmitted me to the Pogltrey-Comprer (being the 22d0f Oftober) promiſing, 
trodiſcharge the woman the next day without Fees ; bur fince refuſes to do it, tho at the 
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/—* Secretaries Office ſhe has ſaid all ſhe knows about the ſaid book; and is miſerably poor, 
— -andlieson the bare boards on the Common Side of rhe Comprer, ready to periſh ; having 
allo "Two Children in the ſame ſtarving Condition for want of her Labour to maintain 
them in this miſerable time of Scarcity. And the faid Juſtice of Peace at my Commitr- 
ment ſaying he had not read the ſaid Dialogue, I urg'd him to hear a good part thereof 
read, which he did ; and often ſaid, © That what he did was for fear of being Thid; and 
* that he was ſorry the matter came before him ; For that by his own Loſſes he could 
** {peak deeply tothe Truth and Honeſty of the Book ; With ſeveral other Expreſſions 

of the {ame Nature, too long here to relate. 
Some Days after my Commitment, 1 was ſent to by the Author of the aforeſaid Di- 
logne, who ſignify'd his forrow for my Commitment : And that finding the Book had mer 


withſuch miſinterpretation,(ro his great ſurprize)heconceived it moſtEquitable that if an 


- . : y 
Puniſhment was due from the-Law for, or concerning the ſame, it ought to fall on 


the Author, and none elſe, and defired me forthwith to write to the Secretary of 
State, that he wow'd inftantly Surrender himſelf, it it wou'd purchaſe my own, and 
the poor Woman's Diſchatge: Whereupon I writ to the Setretary of State, that L 
was rcady to produce the Author of the aforeſaid Dzalogue, and pray*d his Ho- 
nour that we might therefore be diſcharg'd, and he was pleas'd to anſwer by his 
Secretary, that he thought ita reaſonable Requeit, but wou'd give a farther Anſwer 
the next day, when he had Confulted with the Attorney-General, which Anſwer I 
found to be different from the former; for his Secretary ſaid thar neither of us woutd 
| be diſcharg'd, but that a Proſecution wow'd be ſpeedily order d againſt us, which 
| looks as if it was not deſired to know the Author, bur that the Deſign was rather 
to take ©ccaſion from this Book, to Ruin me, that 1 may. for ever be render d un- 
capable to Proſecute my Complaint, now Iying in the Houſe.of Peers , and indeed 
this Cloſe Expenſive Priſon, in Reference to my. preſeat Diſtemper of Body ( the 
Ptifick ) will” &'re long Ruin me, and my Famlly. And as for Bayl, my Relati- 
| ons and: Friends are all ſo Terrify'd, by Bak ad fla | | 
F.. "Ef in; everſkace Lappear'd in; the Service of my King and Country, that certainly, a 
Man Committed for High-Treafon, might as cahily find Bayl, as 1, for Diſperſing 
this Dzalogue ; thole that have Obligatious to ſerve me, alledging, That they dare not 
be {een to ſtand by me, for fear of being taken Notice of, and Damages in their 
Trades, or other private Aﬀairs ; and that I my ſelf have hitherto met. with no other 
| Uſage:, and: therefore cannot reaſonably deſire them to take any Share in my Ruins: 
| And by the ſame Methods that my Friends and Relations are rhus Terrify'd, may 
Courts and Juries, who are Strangers to me, by the Help of cager Lawyers, be al- 
| ſo Influenc'd : and by the Occaſion of this Dzalogue, tura the Tables upon; and from 
| an Accufer, make me an Offender ( without being heard) and lay ſome ſevere Finc 
or Puniſhment upon me, which will for ever Secure me, and probably Terrific all 
others, from ever Moleſting them in their Evil PraQtices for the future ; and this is my 
| deſign'd Encouragement and Reward for my Zealous Endeavours to ſerve my King, 
' and Country : For if the Dzalogre, for which I am Committed, be ( as ſome call it ) a 
| Seditious Book againſtthe KING and Government, T thought that producing the Author 
wou'd ſurcly have Meritted mine and the poor Woman's Diſcharge ; for the like 
Caſe appears by His Majeſty's Royal eroclamation, of the 5th. of this Inſtant No- 
vember, (occaſion d by a late: Vot' and Addjeſs of the Hagourable Hoeſe of Commons) 
concerning the Seditious and Scandalous Libel, DeſtruQtive to the Freedom and 
Liberties of Parhament, entituled, Az Acccount of the Proceedings of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in Relation to the Recoining the Ciipp'd Money, and Falling the Price of Guinea's, It 
therefore appears, that the Wiſdom of His Majeſty, and the Government, has thought 
fit to Offer the Reward of Five Hundred Pounds for the Diſcovery of the Author, 
but nothing for finding out cither Printer or Diſperſer ; but on the contrary, any 
Perſon ( beſides the Author ) tho? he was Privy to, or Inftrumental in the Printing 
or Diſperſing of the ſaid Libel, is not only promiſed His Majeſty's Pardon for the Dit- 
covery of the Author, bur alſo the aforelaid Reward of Five Hundred Pound: By 
which, my Caſe will appear to be very hard, becauſe I have offer'd ro produce the 
Author of the aforeſaid ODis/ogue,Fbut it cannot be accepted ; which plainly Intimates, 
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[4 ] | 
that this 72ialo2ze does not deſerve ſuch a hard Character, "#5 fome give it, and thar 
there is a greater Deſign to Ruin me, and ſtop my Mouth,” than to Diſcover or Puniſh 
the Author thereof, and in Reference ro my Continemenc, my Adverſarics have got 
their Ends, in Crowding me into this Cloſe Expenſive priſon, by the Underhand 
Means of a Timerous Juſtice of Peace who firtt fignd the Warrant for my Com- 
mitment, and then read part of the Book) fearing, that it I had been direfly in the 
Hands of rhe Secretary of State, Iſhowd have been at roo little Expence, 2nd had too 
much fair Play. But now I am kept under Cloſe Contincment as a hainous Cri- 
minal, as1f I was an Enemy to the King and Government, and the Deftzn is to 
Ruin me, by a ſudden Profecution, of which the World will not be fentible, till Judg- 
ment, or Sentence 15 pals d. 

Pur, foraſmuch as any of His Majeſty's Subjects, who arc opprels*d, have the 
happy Priviledge to Appeal to this moſt Auguſt Afembly for Relief, and eſpecially 
in ſuch matters as concern his Majeſty's and the Nation's Good, [ have thcrefore humbly 
preſum'd to lay this my Caſe betore Your Honours, 


And do moſt humbly pray Your Honours to take the ſaid Book, Entituled, A Dra- 
loxe between « Vinders Coartier ana an Honeft Enzliſh Gentleman, wto Your 
Cognizance, and Order, that I may be diicrarg'd upon my producing the 
Author thereof, that he may be dealt with according to his Deſerts, as the 
ſaid Dzalo2we ſhall appear (in the Great Wildom of rhis molt Auguſt Aſſem- 
bly) for, or againſt His Majelty and Government. And that 1 may beat Lt 
berty to prove my forementioned Complaint now depending in the moſt Ho- 
nourable Houſe of ' cers, which I am able to do at ſuch timeas their I.ordſ{hips 
in Wiſdoni ſhall think fitto Command. Otherwile, 1, who havehitherto only 
Zcalouliy ſtudied the » roſperity 2nd Honour of King V:1l;am and ny Coun- 
M ' 
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paſs'd Services and hard Uſage, be with my Family brought toutter Ruine. 


Pouttrey- Comer, 


| obert Grosfeild. 


